
Curriculum Meeting- November 30, 2015 

In Attendance: 

Dr. Marino led the meeting in the absence of Mr. Secaur.  

Minutes were approved as read. 

I-David Viegas, the new Director of Health, Physical Education and 

Athletics made two presentations: the new athletic department website and concussion 

management. 

A-New Website: was developed to improve communication about athletic activities and 

visibility of the department in the community. Previously there was a lack of communication 

between the district and parents. The department was using Sports Pak which was problematic.  

Outreach was done and the district has created a central location for all athletic events to be 

posted on the HWPS website using the app “Big Teams.” The ink is www.hwbulldogs.com. 

Parents can also sign up for text and email alerts. 

A monthly schedule with all information including sites for games, etc. will be posted. 

There are also postings on Face book which notify staff and parents of cancellations or changes 

in the game schedule. 

B-Concussion Management: The safety of the children is primary. Parents and students 

should know the signs of injury. There is a risk for a second injury if the child plays sports too 

soon after the injury. 

2012- New law that there be a concussion protocol which includes concussion management 

training for all educators. Courses are state approved. All of our coaches are trained in first aid 

and concussion management. As part of the protocol, parents are called if there is an injury. 

The coach and doctor are on the sidelines for football and boys’ lacrosse games. 

Every sport falls into a category which determines what steps to take in case of injury.  

The district policy is “if in doubt sit them out.” 

IMPACT TEST: helps professionals evaluate students who are injured to determine if and when  

it is safe for them to play again.  

http://www.hwbulldogs.com/


Students will be given a baseline assessment prior to the sports season. Data is kept on 

memory, visual acuity, etc prior to the season and then data are compared in the event of an 

injury.  Post test becomes the new baseline. Parents can take the data to their child’s 

pediatrician or a local concussion specialist who will be identified to determine when it is safe 

for the student to play again. 

It is a web based program that will be free to the district because any costs will be absorbed by 

the district’s insurance company. 

Program is being piloted in March with the boys’ and girls’ lacrosse teams and then will be used 

in all sports by September. Program is currently in use in many other Long Island school 

districts. 

C- Other athletic department information: We are working towards having sensors put 

on football helmets which will help identify the force of a bang to the head. 

Defibrillators should be on the field for practice and games. All coaches are trained in its use. 

First aid equipment should be at all games. 

Forms for physicals are on line. Parents asked that they be sent out in the mail as well. 

8th grade presentation on tolerance was conducted by LIGLY- Long Island Gay and Lesbian 

Youth- Parents stated that is rumored that  a survey was distributed dealing with sexual 

preferences. It will be investigated.  

II- Curriculum Office Update: 

District Leadership Team- same initiatives will be in place for the next school year. 

Discussion about the programs will continue at the next meeting. 

Instructional Leadership Team is looking at changes coming down from Albany which 

will impact academic decisions for the new school year. 

Technology presentation by BOCES-District will be initiating video conferencing in 

classrooms. There will be Professional Development to connect districts around the globe- 

virtual field trips 

Excellence and Equity- members of our school community have attended some related 

workshops. Programs will include a Sumer Immersion Program for ENLs. 

 

The district is trying to identify an appropriate program for struggling learners. 



We are one of three districts that has been invited to attend LICTY workshops to present 

our district’s initiatives. 

It appears that there will be discretion and local control regarding teacher evaluation 

systems. There is no word on the waiver yet but if the model is changed statewide, the waiver 

is unnecessary. 

New NCLB regs will be voted on shortly. It appears that Gov Cuomo will have to back off 

on some of his educational policies. 

We are working on which tests some students will be taking in June and how to grade 

students who take CCLS vs non-CCLS tests. Information has to go on high school transcripts. 

How will we explain the results since final averages will be different depending upon which 

tests are taken? 

Will finals be added back in the mix? 

Should 20% of a student’s grades be based on Regents and CCLS exams??? 

We are trying to find a balance between the amount of testing and grades on 

transcripts. 

Currently we are working on the issue of the Algebra Regents in June, 

If a student takes 5 Regents he earns a Regents diploma. If he takes 8 exams he earns an 

advanced Regents diploma. 

 

Next Meeting- January 6-Breakfast compliments of the Curriculum 

Office. 

 


